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To the HoruyrabU Q-meral Aasembh/ : — 

Gentlemen : — In accordance with the provisions of the seventy- 
sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes, the Annual Report on the 
Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, in this State, for the 
year 1861, is respectfully submitted* 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State, 



Pbovidence, Decembeb 18, 1862- 

To ike HonorabU John JR. BarUett^ 

Secretary of State^ 

Sib : — The tabular abstracts which make the most impoiHant part 
of the annual Report on R^istration were prepared by other hands, 
under the general superintendence of the Committee of the Rhode 
Island Medical Society. This Committee hoped that Db. Edwabd 
A. Cbane, who has prepared the two previous Reports with so much 
ability, would be able to take charge of this. But he has been called 
to more active labor, in the service of the Sanitary Commission ; and 
the Committee, after some delay in the hope of his returning to re- 
main in Providence, placed the tables in my charge at a somewhat 
later period of the year than usual. A very few slight inaccuracies, 
rather of form than of substance, crept into the tables, which might 
have been avoided if the supervision of the work had been earlier en- 
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iv. INTRODUCTORY. 

trusted to a single person. These inaccuracies are noticed in my 
remarks, so far as discovered. 

The tables suggest observations on two kinds' of subjects, — statisti- 
cal and sanitary. They illustrate the growth of population, in differ- 
ent races, classes, and circumstances of time and place. In connec- 
tion with this subject, the results of the last Census of the United 
States, so far as they relate to Rhode Island, are introduced into this 
Report. The remarks under the title, " Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths," have been arranged on a plan which is somewhat new ; and 
which not only renders them much more compact, but brings the re- 
sults in regard to the three classes of events into nearer relation with 
one another, and makes it more easy to compare them together. In 
using the tables on the subject of Causes of Death, we have to exam- 
ine the statistics of fatal diseases, and in this connection it seems ap- 
propriate to introduce any facts obtained in this State, which throw 
Ught on the causes of these diseases, and the means of preventing 
them. I have been glad to avail myself of the aid of physicians in 
other parts of the State, in addition to the results of the registry of 
deaths. If this plan could be continued, in more competent hands 
than mine, and with the assistance of medical observers, these Reports 
might become very useful, in pointing out the sources of waste of life 
and health, especially those causes of disease which are most destruct- 
ive in the several towns and regions of our own State, and in suggest- 
ing preventive measures. I hope that this labor may be performed, 
next year, and often in future, by a member of the Registration Com- 
mittee of the Medical Society, an eminent writer on statistical and 
sanitary matters, who has hitherto thought it incompatible with his 
official duties. 

Yours Very respectfully, 

CHARLES W. PARSONS. 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1861. 
Arranged by months, sexes, and divisions of tlie i&ale. 
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January . . . . 


MJo, 
Fomalc. 
Not stated, 
TuUl, 

M.lo, 
Fmalo, 
Not Btatofl, 
Total. 

Male, 
Fomalo, 
Not statod. 
Total, 

Malt, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 

Male. 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 

Malo. 
Kemalo, 
Not Btated, 
Total, 

Malo. 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 


193 

395 

209 
180 

389 

207 

180 

) 

388 

195 
179 

376 

199 

182 

1 

382 

193 

186 

2 

381 

230 

187 

417 


11 

9 

20 

. 6 

13 

5 
2 

'i 

10 
10 

20 

fl 
10 

19 
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'7 

9 
16 
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19 

26 

14 
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22 

17 
18 

35 

21 
15 

36 

7 
12 

19 

13 
13 

26 

28 
32 

60 


21 
24 
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22 
15 

37 

26 
20 
1 
47 

19 

25 
\ 
45 

25 

18 
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44 

22 
22 
1 
45 

25 

47 


62 
63 

115 

61 

64 

125 

63 
66 

109 

63 
64 

loJ 

53 
62 

115 

61 

71 

1 

133 

68 
57 

125 


84 
71 

155 

85 
74 

159 

80 
69 

149 

72 
63 

135 

91 

61 

152 

77 
68 

145 

88 
59 

147 


17 
17 

34 

20 


Much 

April 

Ma, 

Juno 


13 

33 

26 
15 

41 

20 

12 

32 

14 
19 

33 

14 
11 

25 

14 

8 

22 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1861. CoNTiNirBD. 
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DiTuioirs or thi nAn. 


. MONTHS. 
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o 
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•49 


if 

a 
i 

1 


1 
II 


• 

*s 


• 
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August 

September . . . 
October 


Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 

Male, 


240 

208 

448 

200 

222 

2 

424 

217 

191 

3 

411 

221 

178 

3 

402 

218 

205 

4 

427 


8 
6 

• • 

14 

11 
14 

• • 

25 

8 

7 

• • 

15 

14 

5 

• • 

19 

10 
10 

• • 

20 


27 
19 

• • 

46 

17 
14 

• • 

31 

27 
11 

• • 

38 

14 
13 

• • 

27 

27 
21 

• • 

48 


23 
26 

• • 

49 

18 

25 

2 

45 

24 
22 

• • 

46 

27 

34 

1 

62 

31 

34 

1 

66 


78 
73 

• • 

151 

64 

78 

142 

70 
73 

143 

1' 72 

55 

127 

72 
68 

140 


76 
69 

145 

64 

77 

« • 

141 

67 
62* 

129 

82 
55 

137 

70 
61 

■ 
• • 

131 


28 
15 

43 

26 
14 

• • 

40 
21 


November . . . 
December . . . 


Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated, 
Total, 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total, 


16 

3 

40 

12 

16 

2 

30 

8 

11 

3 

22 


Aggregate . . . 


Male, 
Female, 
Not stated, 
Total, 


2,531 

2,291 

18 

4,840 


106 

89 

196 


219 
195 

4i4 


283 

287 

8 

578 


767 

764 

2 

1,533 


936 

789 

1,725 


2^0 

167 

8 

395 
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Tablb IV. MARRIAGES. 1861. 
Arranged h/ mantis and dirnsiotta of the Slate. 



Jaouar}' . . , 

Febniarj . . . 
March 

May 

August . . , . 
September. . 
October. . . . 

November . . 
December . . 
Totjil 
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Tablb V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 18( 



[SeadtAm: 4Q men, under twenty, married womrn under twenty; 18 meii, 
under twenty, married uioiiiyn frnm Iwenly tu lireiily-Jiee ; 276 men, from twen- 
ty to twenty-Jive, married women under twenty, If^r,'] 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1861. 
Atranged hy months ^ sexes, and divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



January . . . 



February. . . 



March 



April 



May 



June 



July 



August 



September 



October 



ssx. 



November . . 



December . . 



Aggregate . . . 



Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female^ 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

MalC) 

Female, 

Total, 

Male> 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 
Female, 

Total, 



• 

s 

1 




DH 


Bristol- 
county. 


Kent 
county. 


124 


5 


21 


112 


10 


11 


236 


15 


32 


110 


8 


10 


120 


• 7 


12 


230 


15 


22 


91 


7 


8 


119 


6 


8 


210 


13 


16 


113 


4 


11 


107 


7 


7 


220 


11 


18 


114 


4 


12 


99 


7 


10 


213 


11 


22 


97 


3 


8 


83 


6 


5 


180 


9 


13 


131 


8 


17 


109 


8 


8 


240 


16 


25 


177 


10 


20 


190 


9 


25 


367 


19 


45 


137 


6 


15 


159 


1-2 


10 


296 


18 


25 


117 


9 


10 


155 


6 


17 


272 


15 


27 


104 


2 


16 


121 


10 


11 


225 


12 


27 


107 


4 


13 


131 


10 


17 


238 


14 


30 


1,422 


70 


161 


1,505 


98 


141 


2,927 


168 


302 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 









21 
20 
41 
13 
16 
29 

6 
10 
16 
14 

8 
22 
17 
14 
31 
10 
11 
21 
18 

7 
25 
23 
17 
40 
21 
17 
38 
25 
25 
50 

4 
18 
22 
17 
17 
34 

189 
180 

369 



Providence 
county ; 
towns. 


Providence 
city. 


29 


35 


24 


35 


53 


70 


30 


41 


30 


43 


60 


84 


20 


38 


36 


48 


56 


86 


30 


36 


25 


46 


55 


82 


25 


48 


24 


34 


49 


82 


25 


39 


20 


33 


45 


72 


38 


45 


36 


47 


74 


92 


57 


58 


44 


77 


101 


135 


36 


51 


44 


58 


80 


109 


33 


36 


46 


48 


79 


84 


27 


41 


30 


38 


57 


79 


24 


39 


40 


37 


64 


76 


374 


507 


399 


544 


773 


1,051 
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13 

12 

25 

8 

12 

20 

12 

11 

23 

18 

14 

32 

8 

10 

18 

12 

8 

20 

5 

3 

8 

9 

18 

27 

8 

18 
26 
4 
13 
17 
14 
14 
28 
10 
10 
20 

121 
143 

264 
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Table VH. DEATHS. 1861. 
Showing the number of each sex, in each period of life, in every town 



TOWNS 

Ain> DITinONS OF TBI 

Stats. 



Sarrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol County. 

Coventiy 

East Greenwich . . 
West Greenwich . 

Warwick 

Kent County . . . 

Fall River 

Jamestown 

Little Compton. . 

Middletown 

Newport 

New Shoreham . . 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Newport County 



Population, 1860. 



(4 



1,000 
5,271 
2,636 
8,90V 

4,247 
2,882 
1,258 
8,916 
17,303 

3,377 

400 

1,304 

1,012 

10,508 
1,320 
2,048 
1,927 

21,896 



SEX. 



Deaths, 1861. 



A 



Male, 


565 


Female, 


435 


Male, 


2,566 


Female, 


2,705 


Male, 


1,152 


Female, 


1,484 


Male, 


4,283 


Female, 


4,624 


Male, 


1,970 


Female, 


2,277 


Male, 


1,438 


Female, 


1,444 


Male, 


658 


Female, 


600 


Male, 


4,106 


Female, 


4,810 


Male, 


8,172 


Female, 


9,131 


Male, 


1,659 


Female, 


1,718 


Male, 


213 


Female, 


187 


Male, 


644 


Female, 


660 


Male, 


515 


Female, 


497 


Male, 


4,804 


Female, 


5,704 


Male, 


686 


Female, 


634 


Male, 


1,059 


Female, 


989 


Male, 


976 


Female, 


951 


Male, 


10,556 


Female, 


11,340 



2.00 
1.80 
2.01 

1.89 



1.35 

.95 

1.81 

1.75 

2.43 
.50 
1.84 
1.19 
1.57 
1.21 
1.51 
1.92 
1.69 






20 
95 
53 

168 

90 

39 

12 

161 

302 

82 

2 

24 

12 

165 
16 
31 
37 

869 



OQ 



10 
10 
39 
56 
21 
32 
70 
98 

49 
41 
16 
23 
7 
5 

89 

72 

161 

141 

45 
37 



2 

15 
9 
5 
7 

80 

85 

11 

5 

15 
16 
18 
19 
189 
180 



p 



1 

2 

7 
6 
5 
4 
13 
12 

8 
7 
1 
5 

• • 

1 
12 
12 
21 
25 

10 

9 



2 
2 

19 
9 
3 
1 
3 

• • 

3 

2 

41 

23 



S 



3 
1 

3 
3 
1 
3 

7 
7 

4 
2 



9 
5 

18 

7 

6 
3 



5 
1 



1 
2 
1 

16 
11 



00 

$ 

en 



2 
2 
1 
1 
5 
3 



6 

3 

11 

4 

4 
2 



2 
1 



6 
3 
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Table VH. DEATHS. 1861. 



and division of the State ; also, the ratio of deaths to population. 
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• 
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•<* 

• • 


• 

• • 


• • 


s 

to 

• • 


8 
2 
8 


2 
8 

1 


40 to GO. 

• 


8 
2 
8 

1 


• 

2 
8 

• • 


8 
2 

2 


80 to 90. 

• 


90 and oyer. 1 




• • 




• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


1 


• • 


2 


• • 


1 


• • 


2 


1 
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8 
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7 


3 
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1 
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• • 


1 


• • 


1 


2 


• • 


1 


1 


1 


6 


1 


« • 




1 


• • 


1 


1 


3 


2 


3 


3 


1 


1 


3 


5 


• • 




1 


2 


2 


. . 


1 


3 


6 


7 


4 


7 


9 


3 


« • 




2 


• • 


3 


2 


6 


7 


11 


8 


8 


5 


11 


11 


2 




1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


3 


3 


2 


2 


6 


6 


3 


1 


1 


• • 
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1 


3 


3 


6 


5 


3 


5 


4 
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2 




1 
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» . 
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2 
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10 


10 


13 
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3 
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9 
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11 
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15 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1861. Continued. 



UurrillTille . 

Cranston . . . 
CuDiberlaDd. 

Foster 

Glocester . , . 
Johnston... . 
North Proyidence. 
Scituate .... 
SmiMeld . . 



ii 



Protisenoe City 

Cliarleslowtl. . , 

Exeter 

Hopkinton .... 

North KingstoT 
South Kingston 
Richmond .... 

Westerly 

WAaiilNOTON Co. 



4,140 Male, 
! Female, 

7,500 'Male, 
I Female, 

8,339Male, 
I Female, 

1,935'Male, 
: Female, 

2,427 Male, 

3,440 Male, 

! Female, 
11,818 Male, 

I Female, 
4,251 1 Male, 

■Female, 
13,283 Male, 
j Female, 

' 57,133'Mafe, 

I Female, 

50,666 Male, 

Female, 1 

981 Male. 
Fiimale, 
1,741 Male. 



I 1.37 
? 1.79 



Femula, 
•2,738 Male. 

Female, 
3,104 Male. 

I Female, 
4,717Male, 

I Female 
1,964 Male, 

[Female, 
3, 470; Male, 

lH,715|Male, 
I Female, 



483|. 
498,* 



852 
1,351 . 



1.92 
1.51 

,92 



J 1.42 
^1.55 

? 2.49 



2^ 




17 




M 




7a 




374 


77 


399 


67 


5117 


137 


544 


lib 
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Tabi,e Vn, DEATHS. 1861. Continued. 
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26 


26 
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22 


36 
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10 


16 


42 


37 


22 


27 


35 


23 


15 


7 


6 


18 


11 


19 


8 
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40 
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45 
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29 
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[1861. 



RECAPITULATION. 



COUNTIES. 



Bristol County. 



Kent County. . . 



Newport County 



Providence Co. . 



Washington Co.. 



Whole State. . . 



Population, 1860. 



(4 

^ a 



SEX. 



Deaths, 1861. 



u A 



8,907 IMale, 4,283! 
iFemale, 4,624| 



1.89 



II 



168 



17,303:Male, 
I Female, 



21,896iMale, 
[Female, 



107,799JMale, 
IFemale, 



£ 



18,716 



Male, 
Female, 



174,620 



Male, 
Female, 



8,172j 
9,131| 



10,556 
11,340 



51,905 



1.75 



302 



1.69 369 



70 

98 



161 
141 



189 

180 



881 



55!894 ^'^^ ^'^^^i 943 



9,217 
9,498 



1.41 



84,133 

90,487 



1.68 
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121 
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ee 

o 

04 



5 
3 



11 
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RECAPITULATION. 



COUNTIBS. 



Bristol County. 



Kent County. . . 



Newport County 



Providence Co. . 



Washington Co.. 



Whole State. . . 



PopoUtioQ, I860. 



II 



SEX. 



8,907 'Male, 
j Female, 



17,303;Male, 
I Female, 



21,896|Male, 
Female, 



107,799 Male, 
Female, 



Deaths, 1861. 



18,715 



174,620 



Male, 
Female, 



Male, 
Female, 



4,283 
4,624j 



8,172 
9,131 



10,666 
11,340 



51,905 
55,894 



9,217 

9,498 



Per cent, 
to pop. 


Whole 
nomber. 


1.89 


168 


1.76 


302 



I 



1.69 369 



1.691 1,824 



84,133 

90,487 



1.41 



1.68 



264 



2,927 



70 

98 



161 
141 



189 
180 



881 
943 



121 
143 



P 



13 
12 



21 
26 



41 
23 



214 
183 



20 
18 



04 
S 



s 

04 



7 
7 



18 

7 



16 
11 



97 
95 



5 

7 



1,422 
1,605 



309 
261 



143 
127 



5 
3 



11 
4 



6 
3 



28 
61 



3 
5 



63 
66 
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13 
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9 
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5 
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10 
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18 


15 
15 


13 
16 


12 
13 


18 
12 


12 
17 


9 
15 


2 
4 


•1 
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25 
27 


16 
15 


33 
35 


17 
15 


23 
30 


66 
95 


87 
92 


81 
71 


56 

58 


65 
62 


50 

47 


16 

45 


5 
16 


2 
6 


2 
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7 
2 


10 

20 


3 
10 


8 
5 


9 
13 


7 
6 


2 
11 


5 
10 


8 
12 


16 

7 


12 
9 


2 
3 


2 
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38 
41 


34 

25 


61 
72 


31 
31 


51 
57 


100 
146 


124 
139 


113 
117 


87 
100 
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98 


99 
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49 
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27 
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1861. 



Skmeing the average age at deaih in the »ever(d oecupationt. Providence city 
being separated from the rest of the State, and aget under tweiay being ex- 
cluded. 



I. AoSldTLtUtllSTS. 

Farmer 

Gardeoer 

n. Mkciunics ani 
Abtisans. 

Baker 

Bcltrinakcr 

Blacksmith 

Block-maker 

Cabinet-maker 

Carpenter 

CarriM go-maker 

Caulker 

Cigar-maker 

Cooper 

Die-anker 

Engraver 

Ponndryman 

Harness-maker 

Jeweler 

Machinist > . . 

MuRon. 

Miiler 

Nail-maker 

Operative 

Overseer 

Painter 

Sail-maker 

Shoe-maker 

Stone-cntter 

Stucco-worker 

Tin-plate-worker . . . . 

Weaver 

Wheelwright 

Not Bpecified 

m. Lasoilkrs. 

Coachman 

Laborer 



Ij 



10,15865.54 
27846.33 



37 37. ( 
7H,79.C 
477i47.7 
32 32.C 
]fl7 49.i 
1.621 5o.e 
124 41. E 
79 79.r 
35 35. C 
197 65. e 
30 30.C 
70 70.C 
116 38.6 
180 36.C 
119 39.f 
408 31. J 
697 46.^ 
434 54.5 
130 65.f 



62841.J 
8241.f 

47 47,C 
637 57. f 



ll 



37 37.00 
79 79.00 
167 41.75 
32132.00 
12341.00 
608 50.67 



35 35.00 

40 46.00 
30 30.00 
7070.00 
75|37.50 
180 36.00 
78139.00 



30 30.00 
20 20.00 
96'48.00 

31939.88 
82 41.00 
47:47.00 

106 53.00 

'46:46.00 



51.66 

■i 74.00 

3 50.65 

4 41.33 
9 79.00 

i 75.50 



4 35.83 
9 44.14 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS. Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Servant. . 
Teamster. 



IV. Business Men. 

Accountant 

Agent , 

Broker 

Butcher 

Druggist 

Engineer 

Grocer 

Inn-keeper 

Manufacturer 

* Merchant 

Pedler .. 

Restaurant-keeper. . . 

Salesman 

Sexton 

Sheriff 

Stable-keeper 

TaUor 

Telegraph-operator. .. 
Trader 

• 

V. PropessionalMex , 

Clergyman 

Lawyer 

Musician 

Physician 

Public Of&cer 

Student 

Teacher 

VI. Seafabinq Men. 

Fisherman 

Mariner 

Pilot 

Shipmaster 

Vn. Soldiers .... 

Vin, Females. 

Dress-maker 

Doctress . . . : 

Hat-trimmer 

Milliner 



WHOLE STATE. 



n o 



3 

5 



14 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
8 
2 

9| 
22 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

11 



1 
3 
1 
4 
1 
3 
3 



2 

22 

1 

4 



1 
1 
1 
1 



5 
& 



132 
294 






< 01 



637 

82 

73 

85 

33 

77 

390 

148 

581 

1,128 

101 

113 

122 

81 

37 

59 

156 

21 

545 



44.00 

58.80 



providence city. 



45.50 
41.00 
73.00 
42.50 
33.00 
38.50 
48.75 
74.00 
54.56 
51.27 
,50.50 
i56.50 
161.00 
81.00 
37.00 
59.00 
52.00 
21.00 
49.55 



96 
163 



96.00 
54.33 

28 28.00 



183 

48 



45.75 
48.00 
8l|27.00 
70 23.33 



101 

1,187 

30 

228 



50.50 
53.95 
30100 
57.00 



65 32.50 



22J22.00 
64 64.00 
4646.00 
23123.00 



a o 



1 
1 



5 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

5 
o 

1 

10 

I 
I 

• • I 

1: 

2! 



1 
3 
1 
2 



9 
1 



1 
1 



8, 

I 



2" 



21 
60 



I. 



21.00 
60.00 



153 30.60 
4040.00 
73 73.00 
8542.50 
33 33.00 
53 53.00 
200 40.00 
148 74.00 
62:62.00 

539153.90 

I 

• • • I • • • • 

62:62.00 
122 61.00 



REST OF THE STATE. 



59 



289 



96 
163 



59.00 



57.80 



96.00 
54.33 



28128.00 



61 



30.50 



26 26.00 

• • I • • • • 



494 



57 



54.89 



57.00 



65i32.50 



22 22.00 



46 



46.00 






2 
4 



9 



1 

3| 

8i 
12| 

2' 
1 

• • 

1 

II 
I 

• • 

3! 
1 
6 



2 
1 
2 
3 



2 

13 
1 
3 



1 
1 






s 



< at 



11155.50 
234^58.50 



48453.78 
4242.00 



24 24.00 



190 



63.33 



519 64.88 

589i49.08 

10150.50 

51 51.00 

. . .... 

81181.00 



37 



37.00 



156 52.00 
21 21.00 



256 



122 



42.66 



• • • • 



61.00 
48,48.00 
5527.50 
70 23.33 



101 50.50 

693 53.31 

30130.00 

171 57.00 



• • • • • • 

64 64.00 
23123.66 
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CENSUS OF 1860. 

This is the Eighth Census of the United States, and was taken at about the 
middle of the year. The total population of the State was 174,620. The pop- 
tdation of. each town and division of the State will be found by referring to our 
first preliminary table. 

In density of population, according to the preliminary Keport on the Census, 
Rhode Island stood second among the States, being only surpassed by Massachu* 
setts. Rhode Island is said to have 133.63, and Massachusetts 157.83, inhabi- 
tants to the square mile. But the Report gives the area of this State as 1306 
square miles ; while the aggregate areas of the several towns, including all the 
territory of the State on the main land and islands, before the late change of 
boundary in 1862, amounted to only 1046.4 square miles, according to the best 
authority, the State Map by Walling. A considerable extent of water, falling 
within the State limits, must be included in the statement given in the Census. 
At this rate, the number of inhabitants to the square mile wo\ild be 166.88. 
Probably the true density in the two States was about equal ; that of Rhode Is- 
land being very much raised by the presence of one considerable city, which con- 
tains nearly one third of the whole population. 

In ten years preceding the last Census, the State gained in population 27,075, 
being 18.35 per cent., or between one-fifth and one-sixth of the number existing 
in 1850. This rate of increase is not much more than half as- great as that 
which prevailed between 1840 and 1850. If the ratio of increase had continued 
as rapid in the last as in the preceding ten years, the population in 1860 would 
have been a little over 200,000. In the whole country, the rate of increase was 
35.04 per cent., being very nearly the same as in the previous ten years; but 
the principal Atlantic States, as well as Rhode Island, fell off in their rate of 
yearly growth. It will be remembered, that the proportionate gain, or per cent- 
age of increase, is a different thing from the absolute increase. 

The percentage of increase, between 1850 and 1860, was as follows, in the 
ax divisions of the State : 

Bristol county, 4.62 per cent.. Providence co. ; towns, 24.17 per cent., 
Kent " 14.83 " Providence city, 22.04 

Newport " 9.44 ** Washington county, 13.91 






The tendency of population has still been to concentrate in the large city and its 
neighboring towns, and in growing manufacturing villages. The growth of some 
towns near Providence, portions of which partake of the character of suburbs, 
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has been more rapid than that of the city itself, or of any other places. On the 
whole, however, the increase has not been so exclusively in the vicinity of Provi- 
dence, and the north part of the State, as in the ten years from 1840 to 1850. 
Washington county has increased more than in any previous decade for many 
years. It might still be desirable, that the agricultural resources of our State 
should be better improved, and that its growth in population should be less de- 
pendent on the manufacturing arts and the immigration which those arts invite. 

The following was the percentage of increase of the six largest places, Provi 
dence excepted: of Smithfield, 15.5; of North Providence, 58.9; of Newport 
9.9; of Warwick, 15.2; of Cumberland, 25.2; of Cranston, 74.0. Six towns 
lost in population during the ten years, viz : Cbarlestown, Glocester, Little Comp- 
ton, Scituate, Warren and West Greenwich. 

The Census enumerates 170,649 whites, 3,952 free-colored inhabitants, and 
19 Indians. The increase in the colored, in ten years^ had been 282, or less 
than eight per cent., considerably less than half the rate of increase of white in- 
habitants. They formed, in 1860, only 2.26 in a hundred of the whole popula- 
tion. The ratio of colored inhabitants to the entire population has lessened at 
«very Census. 

The distinction of the inhabitants by sex is given in detail, in our seventh pre^ 
liminaiy table. There were in the whole State, 84,133 males and 90,487 fe- 
males. This excess of females is found in most of the New England States, and 
in New York ; in the Western States, and in the United States as a whole, the 
males are most numerous. This peculiarity of the Eastern States is explained 
by the excess of males in the emigration from them. 

The next table gives the number living of either sex, in each period of life, in 
the several divisions of the State, and in the whole State. 
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The preceding table, giving the absolute numbers, may be nsefiil for reference. 
For purposes of comparison, however, we want rather the proportionate Dumbets 
in the Beverat ages. The next table shows the percentage Uving at each age, in 
eveiy divi^on of the State, and in the whole State, — without regard to tbe^sdiio- 
tion of sex. 

AGE OF THE LIVING. PERCENTAGES. 1860. 





f 




t 


i 


fr 


g 








i 














1 


I 




1 


1 


1 




1 


s 




i 


1 


4 


e 


Under 1 


2.II 


2.47 


9.40 


2,66 


2,56 


2.35 


2.51 




8.2C 


8.6J 


9.2i 


9.7S 


9.05 


9.91 


9.30 


5 " ■' ICl 


0.11 


10.05 


10.31 


10.7J 


10.01 


ll.li 


10.39 


10 " " 15 


9.1i 


10.02 


10.0! 


10.1^ 


9.36 


10.74 


9.94 


15 " " 20 


10.8t 


11, 2i 


0.8! 


io.a 


9.8S 


10.5S 


10.23 


20 " "80 


1B.2S 


18,lf 


17.K 


18.7! 


2!.7( 


17.4S 


19.84 


30 " " M 


14,01 


13.21 


14,03 


14.32 


i6.o; 


12.54 


14.47 


40 " "60 


ll.lt 


10.flf 


10,7C 


10.SJ 


10,2f 


9,8( 


10.87 


60 " "60 


7.41 


7,5f 


7,21 


e.6( 


6.15 


7M 


6.72 


80 " " 70 




4.75 


4,7S 


4.0t 


3,2', 


4.86 


4.12 


70 " " 80 




2,35 


2,5J 


1.8J 




2,0! 


1.98 


80 and over... 


.75 


.89 


.83 


.66 


,41 


.88 


.63 






100,00 


100,00 


100,00 


100,00 


100,00 











It will be seen that there are conmderoble contra^ between difierent portions 
of the State. The dty and county of Providence have the largest proportdon of 
yonng infants. In this respect, it will be noticed that the towns of that coun^ 
go boyoud the city ; this depends mostly on the two towns adjacent to Provir 
dence, which contain the largest suburban population ; thus, in Cranston 3.39 
per cent, of the whole number of inhabitants were less than a year old, and in 
North Providence, 2.90 per cent., the ratio in either town being greatly in excess 
of that in the State at large. These points are of great interest in connection 
with the mortuary and sanitary statistics obtained in those towns for several years 
past. 

In the yeaiB which may be called the period of chOdhood and youth — ^&om 
one to twenty, — the large city has lees inhabitants per cent, than the State ; but, 
as soon as we come to the ages of msst active employment, at which the youth 
becomes old enough te go abroad to seek labor, and at which the demand for 
active industry is greatest, the city iDcreases its ratio. It does so, both by draw- 
ing to itself the youth, the best enterprise, intelligence and activity of other towns, 
and by foreign inuntgration which in past years has brought in a high proportion 
of young adults. 

Lastiy, in the declining period of life, the ci^ has a less proportion living than 
any other division (J the Stete. If we divide the ages as has been done by sta- 
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tistical writers, we have the following contrast between the State at large and thei 
ci^ of Providence. Those living at ages between fifteen and rixty are styled the 
productive class ; those at earlier and later ages the dependent class. 



AGES. 


Whole State. 


ProTidence City. 


Under 16 


32.14 

61,13 

6.73 


30.99 


lo to 60. 


63.94 


60 and upward 


5.07 










100.00 


100.00 



In most of the points indicated by the table of percentage living at the differ- 
ent ages, Bristol county contrasts more strongly than any other with the city of 
Providence. 

The colored population differs somewhat from the white in its distribution 
through the several periods of life. We next show the actual number, and the 
percentage, of the colored inhabitants living at each age. In the former table, 
all races were included, with no distinction of color. 

AGE OF COLORED INHABITANTS. 





Under 1. 


1-5. 

328 
8.30 


5-10 


10-15 


15-20 


20-30 


30-40 


40-60 


50-60 


eo-70 


70-80 


80 & oyer. 


No 

Per cent. 


80 
2.02 


402 
10.17 


399 
10.10 


404 
10.22 


716 
18.12 


693 
16.01 


477 
12.07 


294 
7.44 


143 
3.62 


80 
2.02 


36 
.91 



The nativity and parentage of the living inhabitants, distinctions exceedingly 
important in the study of their social and sanitary relations, are not given in the 
Census returns as yet received by us. By the Census of 1850, the foreign-bom 
inhabitants of this State were very nearly one-sixth (16.17 per cent.) of all. 
Since then, we have reason for supposing that the increase of what we may con- 
sider as the foreign class has been more by births of children whose parents immi- 
grated than by immigration itself. In a former report we mentioned that the 
number of alien passengers arriving by sea from foreign countries in the ports of 
the United States had reached, in 1854, the high figure of 427,833, but had 
after that declined. We present the figures for the six years foUowmg the one 
just named : 

1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1860 

200,877; 200,436; 251,306; 123,126; 121,282; 153,640. 

While foreign immigration toward this country has thus lessened, the births of 
foreign parentage have increased, so that for a few years past, in the city of Prov-r 
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idence, there have been more children bom of Irish than of American-bom pa- 
rents. Thus, the distinction by nativity becomes less important than that by pa- 
rentage, and fallacious if used to mark the broad division of classes. 

We subjoin a few results drawn from the Preliminary Report on the ISIghth 
Census, which show the compodtion of the immigrant population. The whole 
number of passengers registered as arriving in ports of the United States from 
foreign ports, between 1820 and 1860, whose ages were specified, was 5,272,486 ; 
of whom 3,197,823 were males, and 2,074,663 were females. Their distribu- 
tion through the ages of life was very different from that of a settled population, 
as shown by the following table of percentages living at each one of certain pe- 
riods of life. 



AGES OF PASSENGEBS ARBIVING, 1820-1860. 



AQES. 


Under 5. 


5-10 


10-15 


15-20 


ao-25 


25-00 


80-85 


85-40 


40 and oyer. 


Total. 


Per cent 


7.95 


7.21 


6.86 


14.30 


20.84 


16.06 


9.79 


6.71 


10.29 


100.00 



The excess between twenty and forty is very marked. At these ages, the 
males predominated very much, — ^much more we presume in this record, which 
includes all passengers arriving, temporary or permanent comers, alien or native, 
than in the immiffrants properly so caUed. The disproportion between the sexes 
has been less in the latter part of the period named than in the earlier years. 



BIRTHS, MAEEIAGES, AND DEATHS. 1861. 



The results of the registry of births, marriages, and deaths, are shown in the 
preliminary tables. These do not need any extended or minute explanation or 
commentary. The form of a few of these tables has been somewhat changed 
from that in preceding reports. In the seventh table, the population of each 
town according to the Census of 1860, has been introduced, with the sexes dicK 
lingnished ; and, in the next column, is ^ven the percentage of deaths to popor 
lation, that is, the number of deaths in the year to one hundred living inhabitants 
in every town. The ages of those who died are less minutely divided than in the 
last three reports. By this less minute dividon, we think the figures are more 
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easily used for almost all purposes, and make a clearer impression on the mind^ 
In the two tables on the subject of Occupations, the several occupations have 
been classified ; and in the first of these, being the tenth table, the average age 
of those who died in each occupation is given, for the city of Providence separ 
rately, for the rest of the State, and also for the whole State taken together. 

We shall make such observations as seem desirable, in relation to the circum- 
stances of place and time in which the births, marriages, and deaths occurred, 
and the various modes m which the indiyidual persons may be yiewed and classi- 
fied. 

Locality. — Our first preliminary table shows the number of events of each 
kind in every town. The foUowing is the proportion of births, marriages and 
deaths in 1861 to the population in 1860, in each division of the State. The 
stiH-bom are included among the bulhs. 



PERCENTAGE, (1861), TO POPULATION, (1860). 



IN 100 LIVING PERSONS. 


Bristol, 
county. 


4 

• 2 


Newport 
county. 


Providence 
CO. : towns. 


Providence 
city. 


Washington 
county. 


9 . 


Births 


2.19 
1.86 
1.89 


2.39 
1.39 
1.75 


2^4 
2.05 
1.69 


2.68 
1.45 
1.36 


3.40 
2.16 
2.07 


2.11 
1.55 
1.41 


2.77 


Persons married 


1.76 


Deaths 


1.68 







The dififerent proportions in the several parts of the State depend mainly on 
the varying degree of imperfection in the returns, and are therefore of little value. 
This is obviously the main reason of the higher rates in the city of Providence, 
where the re^stration is well nigh perfect. We add the rates in a few of the single 
places, the only city beside Providence, the two largest towns that ^ve tolerably 
full returns, the town of Cranston, which like North Providence, is greatly affected 
by its neighborhood to the large city, and one or two other places that famish 
good returns. 



IN 100 LIVING PICRflONS. 


Newport. 


Warwick. 


N. ProTidence. 


Cranston. 


FaUBiver. 


Bristol. 


Births 


2.79 
2.05 
1.57 


2.82 
1.64 
1.81 


3.00 
2.01 
1.51 


3.63 
1.04 
7.91 


3.32 
4.50 
2.48 


2.12 


Persons married 

Deaths 


1.76 
1.80 



Season. — ^We ^ve in the following table the actual number of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths in each month of the year 1861, and also the percentage of 
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each, the percentage being corrected to compensate for the nneqilal length of the 
different months. 

MONTHS. 1861. 



MONTHS. 



January . . . 
February ., 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August..., 
September. 

October 

November . 
December. . 

Total 




XAKRIAOXS. 





■ 


i 


3f 


Jq 




E 


8S^ 


^ 


£t 



395 


8.05 


141 


389 


8.72 


112 


388 


7.86 


83 


376 


7.87 


144 


382 


7.74 


126 


381 


7.97 


15t 


417 


8.45 


110 


448 


9.07 


114 


424 


8.87 


138 


411 


8.33 


142 


402 


8.42 


146 


427 


8.65 


120 


4,840 


100.00 


1,533 



9.01 
7.92 
6.30 
9.61 
8.06 
10.49 
7.03 
7.20 
9.11 
9.07 
9.64 
7.67 



100.00 




100.00 



The per diem, or equalized, percentages by quarters .of the year are as fol- 
lows : 





Jan. — ^March. 


April — June. 


July — Sept. 


Oct.— Dec. 


Births 


24.63 
22.23 
23.48 


23.58 
28.05 
20.99 


26.39 
23.34 
80.64 


25.40 


Mafriasres 


26.88 


Deaths 


24.89 







The births, as usual, were somewhat more numerous in the last than in the first 
half of the year. In most parts of the State, this probably depends in a great 
degree on the circumstance that inquiries into the births are made at about the 
end of the year, or in the following spring, and there is more chance of events 
being forgotten, or lost by the removals of families, when several months have 
elapsed since their date. In Providence city, a systematic Census of births is 
taken twice a year, in January and July, and in that city the inequality between 
the two halves of the year in the number of births is usually slight, while in this 
year the last half has considerably fewer than the first half. In that city, the 
births were, in the first quarter of the year, 463, in the second quarter, 482 ; 
thb:d quarter, 433 ; fourth quarter, 397. In the aggregate of four previous 
years, there had been 3,293 in the first two quarters, and 3,360 in the last two 
quarters. This lessening in the last part of the year 1861 is probably owing to 
removals of families from causes connected with the war. 
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TbB maniages were more obviously affected by the renudkable pablio events 
of the year. In all preceding years, the last quarter has had the most maniages. 
Even tlie sudden financial crisis of 1857, though coming in the early autumn, 
failed to prevtot this. The difference between the three other quarters has not 
been constant. On the whole, the first quarter has generally the fewest, mar- 
riages not being customary during Lent in the Boman Catholic and Protestant 
Episcopal Churches. Usually March has the smallest number, April and Feb- 
ruaiy next. In the year before us, we find the months preceding April having 
nearly the ordinary proportion of marriages ; then iii April a sudden increase ; 
in June, a marked excess over the usual proportion, and in every month from 
July to the end of the year, August and December excepted, a less proportion 
flian common. These fluctuations must be explained by the events of the war. 
The general influence of the war was to lessen marriages, so that the whole num- 
ber, in spite of improved re^tration, was less than 1859 or 1860, or even 1856. 
A secondary influence seems to have been to hurry up marriages just before the 
departure of re^ments for the war. Thus, in the first outbreak, when Ehode 
Island sent so many of her best young men to the uncertain, and then most dimly 
understood chances of the conflict, the month of April witnessed an unusual 
number of marriages, the excess, in part or wholly, consisting of marriages of vol- 
unteers. So again in June, when the second regiment marched. 

The proportion of deaths in the several seasons differed very Uttle firom that 
which is commonly observed. Deaths in battle and military hospitals out of the 
State bemg excluded, the war affects our death-record to no appreciable amount. 
The comparative mortality of the seasons varies somewhat with the prevalent dis- 
eases, as has been shown in former reports. In 1861, the third quarter took the 
lead as usual. Diphtheria was rather more fatal in the earlier months than later, 
but not enough to affect the general results materially. 

Sex.— More males than females were bom ; more females than males died, 
in 1861. This is generally true in Rhode Island. In the year before us, the 
proportions were : of births, 110.48 male to 100 female ; of deaths, 94.49 nude 
to 100 female. 

As more males are bom, while fewer males die, and as the immigrants to the 
country contain more males than females, the balance of the sexes must be main- 
tained by a still larger excess of males among the children of Ehode Island, who 
go hence to other States or countries. The war will of course earry away stiU 
more males, and increase the excess of females in the living population of the 
State ; and kindly Nature seems to be providing against this disturbance of the 
equil3)rium by yidding an uncommonly large proportion of boys. In Provi- 
dence, there were 118.6 boys bom to 100 girls. 

Aqb at Uaakiagb^ — ^This subject is illustrated in our fifth p^liminaiy table. 
It has been already ascertained that the average age of males married in the State 
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18 A little less than twenty-eight years, that of females nearly twenty^fonr yeais ; 
that the average in Providence is a little greater than in the r^ of the State ; 
and that the proportion of marriages at ages under twenty is less in Providenoe 
than in the whole State, and greater in this State than in Massadinsetts. This 
subject has been very fully illustrated in the last two Reports, prepared by th. 
Edward A. Crane. 

The following shows the percentage married at di£fer^t ages in 1861. 





Under 20. 


ao-26 


25-80 


80-40 


40-(!0 


Over 60. 


Totek. 


Males 

Females .... 


4.6 
29.6 


44.6 
42.0 


26.4 
16.2 


16.6 

7.a 


6.8 
4.1 


4.2 
I 1.8 


100.0 
100.0 



Two brides were married at 14 ; eighteen at the age of 15 ; thirty-three at 16. 
The youngest couple were aged 18 and 14. They were married in Foster, « 
town which appears to &vor very early marriages. 

Age of Mothers. — ^In four towns, Cranston, Cumberland, Middletown and 
Warren, the mother's age is stated, whenever known, in connection with every 
birth in the records for 1861. We hence gather some statistics of the ages afr 
which mothers bore children during the year. The age of the mother was specr 
ij&ed in 522 cases ; and their ages were distributed as follows ^ 



Under 20. 


20-26 


25-80 


80-86 


85-40 


4045 


45 and orer. 


21 


106 


148 


128 


76 


46 


6 



The youngest mother was aged 15 ; one was aged 16 ; two were 17 ; sev^ 
were 18 ; ten were 19. The oldest was 52 ; one was 48 ; one wtis 47 ; two 
were 45. 

Age at Death. — ^The average age at death, for all decedents and for each 
sex separately, in every town, county and division of the State, is shown in (be- 
first preliminary table. The general character of the results is much the same 
as heretofore ; and we refer to that table for the details. The average for tho 
State has been, in five successive years, beginning with 1857, — ^28.95, 26.44, 
81.39, 29.64 and 28.82. 

Another mode of using the ages at Death is to compart the proportions whp. 
die at difilerent periods of life, in the several places or years which Sfo are. ezanr 
ining. The last report contained the percentages at difievent ages for seven Ba6- 
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eeedie years. We reprint die figures ibr (be last four of tlKae yeara, together 
«i& those for the yeta 1861. 



AGE AT DEATH. FEBCENTAOSS. BHODB ISLAND. 



PZKIODa or LIFB. 


185T. 


1868. 


1869. 


1860. 


1801. 


Ub 
2 " 


der 1 


17.3 
9.9 
9.4 


18.6 
11.6 
11.7 


15.6 
8.0 

8.4 


19.2 

9.6 
8.4 


19.6 










AUiin 




36.6 

4.9 

6.1 
10.0 
8.8 
6.9 
6.9 
6.7 
7.8 
4.9 
1.2 


41.8 

5.8 
6.1 
7.8 
7.2 
6.6 
6.1 
6.9 
6.8 
4.3 
.8 


82.0 

6.7 
6.0 . 

9.8 
9.7 
7.8 
7.2 
7.5 
9.1 
5.1 
1.1 


87.1 

4.2 
5.8 
9.1 
7.6 
7.7 
6.8 
7.6 
.8.6 
4.6 
1.2 


















































80 " 






Wand or 










Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



The ratio of deaths at a 
iaa in any one of the se 
vas not nnUBUally high. 



s below one was remarkably high in 1861, higher 
n years nest preceding. But the ratdo below ten 



The nest table gives a comparative view of the percentages in the ax diTisons 
of the State, for the year 1861. The comparison is made eaaer to the eye and 
mind by a less minute subdiviNon of ^es. 



AQE AT DEATH. PERCENTAGES. 1861. 





i 


£■ 


i 


i 


^ 


s 


i 


PEniODS OF LIFB. 


1 




i 






1 


s 


^ 




1 


1 




Under 1.... 


U,0 


16.4 


17.6 


18.9 


24.1 


14.6 


19.6 




16.1 


18.4 


15.6 


18,8 


20.0 


18.1 


18.1 


6 " " 20.... 


8.3 


11.7 


12.3 


9.8 


7.4 


21.5 


10.6 


20 " " 40.... 


16.1 


16.7 


ia.6 


17.2 


19,9 


13.5 


17.5 


40 " "60.... 


16.1 


14.1 


14.7 


14.0 


15.1 


10.8 


14.8 


60 " " 80.... 


19.0 


16.7 


16.1 


16,2 


9.5 


16.5 


1S.9 


80 and over 


9.5 


8.0 


8.2 


5.2 


4.0 


10.0 


6.1 


ToBl 


100,0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 
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This table prosentB some remiu^ble contrasts. Ofaserre in ProTideiice dty, 
the high proportion in childhood, and again an excess in the early adnlt !^, 
with the very low proportion in advanced years. Bristol and Washington comi- 
ties have the smallest ratios in childhood. The ratios at ages between five and 
twenty differ greatly in the various divisions, the most extraordinary excess being 
in Washington comity, where the ratio at this period was twice as high as in the 
State at large. This was owing to the great &tality of Diphtheria, more than 
half the deaths at those ages in Washington comity being ascribed to that disease. 

These diversities in different parts of the State, may depend on several causes ; 
particularly on these three : firsts imperfect registration, especially of deaths of 
children; secondly, the different proportions living at each age in different places, 
and thirdly , actual variations in the healthfulness of the several divisions of the 
State, and in the severity with which disease and death press on childhood, 
youth or adult age, arising from modes of living, climate, and all other sanitary 
conditions. The first of these causes we cannot remove or escape, but can only 
bear in mind that it makes the infantile mortality of Providence appear more 
excessive than it really is, since all deaths o^ children as well as aduks are re- 
corded in that city, and perhaps nowhere else. The second of these causes, 
equally tending to vitiate any inferences as to the sanitary condition of differ- 
ent places, requires us to use the census of 1860, which gives the numbers living 
at each age. 

We had intended to exhibit the proportion of the deaths at each age to the ' 
persons living at the corresponding ages, in each portion of the State. But the 
value of such a view would depend entirely on its accuracy, and this upon the 
fullness of the registry. Unfortunately, our returns from most parts of the State 
are so defective that such an exhibition would be utterly without value, unless 
we could find some means of supplying the numbers of the deaths that are un- 
recorded. If used as the basis of any inferences in regard to the prospects of 
life, either in the whole State, or in the several divisions, it would lead to error. 
We therefore omit the tables which we have had prepared, and select only a few 
parts of the State for this tabular view of the mortality at different ages. We 
take the city of Providence first, because the results of its registration are so 
completely correct, that they may be relied on as expressing the true rate of 
mortality in the city. The returns from Newport city and Bristol county are, 
also, very carefuUy made, and nearly complete. Every other division of the 
State contains some towns in which re^tration is quite imperfect. 

The next table shows the death-rate for each period of life, for the city of Prov- 
idence, the county of Bristd, and the city of Newport. It is calculated from 
the average of deaths recorded in the last three years ; and shows the average 
number of deaths that occurred annually in every hundred living persons. Thus, 
in the city of Providence, by the Census of 1860, the number of persons liviug 
under one year old, was 1,296. The average annual number of deaths of per- 
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sons less ihan a year dd, in the three years 1859, 1860, and 1861, was 210 ; 
being 16.20 in every hundred living at that age, as indicated by the table. If 
we leave out the decimal p(»nts, the table diows the average number o£ annual 
deaths in ten thousand persons living. These calculations have been made for 
the two sezjes separately, and for both sexes together. 

ANNUAL DEATHS IN 100 LIVING PERSONS. 

Oakulaiedfram the average nvumber of registered deaths in three years, 

1859—1861. 





PKOyiDBNOB OITT. 
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H 




• 


s 




i 


M 




• 




5 
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S 
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12.28 
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Under 1.... 


16.20 


17.66 


14.72 


12.68 


14.66 


10.16 


12.10 


11.89 


land under 5.... 


4.22 


4.20 


4.23 


3.01 


2.66 


3.38 


2.18 


1.90 


2.45 


5 " « 10.... 


.87 


.89 


.84 


.86 


.86 


.86 


.66 


.48 


.62 


10 « " 16.... 


.39 


.82 


.46 


.31 


.88 


.24 


.86 


.42 


.28 


16 " " 20.... 


.62 


.69 


.66 


.76 


.49 


1.02 


.60 


.46 


.68 


20 " " 80.... 


.84 


.75 


.91 


.70 


.75 


.66 


.66 


.48 


.63 


80 " " 40.... 


1.24 


1.81 


1.18 


1.12 


.80 


1.46 


.90 


1.18 


.68 


-«) *' " 60.... 


1.66 


1.66 


1.66 


1.20 


1.05 


1.84 


1.03 


.79 


1.28 


60 " " 60.... 


2.01 


2.22 


1.84 


1.82 


i:87 


1.76 


1.79 


1.70 


1.86 


60 " " 70.... 


3.79 


6.01 


2.98 


2.47 


8.37 


• 1.73 


2.86 


3.37 


2.63 


70 " " 80. .. 


7.37 


9.08 


6.43 


8.01 


7.84 


8.11 


7.63 


7.46 


7.67 


80 and over 


17.46 


19.64 


16.67 


19.90 


8.64 


27.60 


17.06 


14.93 


18.13 


All Ages 


1.94 


2.02 


1.87 


1.73 


1.66 


1.90 


1.60 


1.64 


1.64 



This table admits of several interesting applications. It would give an exact 
view of the comparative mortality at each successive period of life, if the returns 
were only completely fuU. It could be used to illustrate the prospects of life, 
and the proper rates of insurance, so that it partakes of the nature of a life-table. 
For such uses, however, the returns would not only need to be more perfect, but 
they should represent a much longer time. In the City Registrar's Report of 
Providence for the year 1856, there are similar comparisons of the deaths in that 
year with the population by the City Census of 1855. They are there used, in 
a most happy manner, to show the comparative prospects of life at different ages, 
in the two classes of population, Am^can and foreign. The death-rate, for aU 
ages, in the whole population of the city was then 2.23 in a hundred, bemg con- 
fflderably higher than ^ven in the table now before us. This shows the impor- 
tance of continuing the observations for a long period of time, before drawing 
general inferences. 

Again, firom this table, if the returns were complete, we might calculate what 
would be the comparative mortality of the three regions named, provided the in- 
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habitants of all three were distributed in equal proportions through the several 
ages. Thus we may get rid of the inequality in our comparisons, which arises 
from the excess of young children among the living inhabitants of Providence 
city, of old persons in Bristol county, &c. If we leave out the decimal* points, 
the table shows how many died out of every ten thousand Eving at each period. 
Let us then suppose that each of these places contained one hundred and twenty 
thousand inhabitants, of whom ten thousand were within each one of the twelve 
ages named. Then add up the several columns, (omitting the line that begins 
All Ages,) and we learn what would be the total mortality of each place, on this 
supposition, of the population of all being thus perfectly similar in composition as 
to age. The three columns which give the rate for both sexes at the several pe- 
riods of life add up as follows : for Providence city, 5,657 ; for Bristol county, 
5,274 ; for Newport city, 4,740. These numbers do not express any actual 
death-rate, but only the proportionate mortality of the three places, if the ages of 
the living in all three were equally distributed through the different periods of 
life. They show, in other words, what would be the mortality among three 
equal populations, of the same composition as to age, placed under the different 
circumstances and conditions that influence health and life in those three places. 
If registration were quite complete in Bristol county and Newport city, the re- 
sults for those places. wo\ild be somewhat less different from those for Providence 
than they actually are. 

The difference between the sexes in this table will be noticed. In the whole 
State, the death-rate for all ages, computed on the same principle as in this table, 
was 1.53 per cent, for males, 1.48 per cent, for females. At the first period of 
life, or under one year old, it was, for males, 12.07 ; for females, 9.95. At the 
next two periods, or from one to ten, the percentage was almost equal in the two 
sexes ; from ten to forty, the rate of mortality was highest among fgpiales ; at all 
ages after forty, it was greatest among males. 

The deaths at the age of 90 or over were forty in number. Thirteen were 
males ; twenty-seven were females. Eight were aged 90 ; two were 91 ; seven, 
92; four, 93; six, 94; two, 95; two, 96; three, 97; one, 98; three, 99; 
two were 101. The nativity and parentage of thirty-five were American; of 
three, Irish; one, English; one, Welsh. Seventeen deaths occurred in the 
first quarter of the year ; five in the second quarter ; eleven in the third, and 
seven in the last quarter. The cause of two was reported as apoplexy ; of one, 
pneumonia ; of one, dysentery ; for one death, no cause was assigned. The re- 
maining thirty-five were attributed to old age, which one record persists in calling 
senility. In one instance, beside the entry ** old age," it is added, with a sim- 
plicity that reminds one of scriptural language ; he ** ate his breakfast, and died." 
The two oldest were a male of Irish birth, bom in 1759, " as per record in his 
own bible," and who died in Cranston, in August, aged 101 years, 7 months, 
19 days; and a female, bom and deceased in Hopkinton, aged 101 years, and 
10 days. 



1861.] 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 



00 



Still-born. — ^In connection with the subject of age at death, we may notice 
the still-bom, or those who died at the very earliest age. These unfortunates are 
a standing trouble to registrars, not owned as ever fairly bom, or as being enti- 
tled to die. We had intended to exclude them from our tables of births, for the 
sake of uniformity with other reports ; but the person who made out the tables in- 
cluded them, and the tables had gone to press before we discovered it. The whole 
number of cases reported as still-bom was 146, divided as follows : 

STILL-BORN. 186L 



ssx. 


Bristol 
county. 


Kent 
county. 




Proyidence 
CO.; towns. 


ProTidence 
city. 


Washington 
county. 


Whole 
State. 


Male 


8 

• • 

• • 


8 

• • 


2 
4 
4 


9 
12 

• t 


49 
46 

• • 


6 
4 

• • 


74 


Female 


68 


Not stated 


4 






Total 


8 


3 


10 


21 


94 


10 


146 







There were 13 in January, 12 in February, 11 in March, 13 in April, 14 in 
May, 8 in June, 14 in July, 15 in August, 14 in September, 8 in October, 11 
in November, 13 in December : or, in the first quarter of the year, 36 ; in sec- 
ond quarter, 35 ; in third quarter, 43 ; in last quarter, 32. The fathers of 59 
were Americans ; 70, Irish ; of 12, British ; five other foreign. 

Pabentaqe. — ^The distinction of race has been shown, in the Begistration B«^ 
ports of Ehode Island, and especially those of Providence, to be one of tiie most 
important, in a population constituted as ours is. In our first preliminaiy table, 
this distinction is shown, in regard to the birtiis, marriages, and deaths, in every 
town and division of tiie State. In tiiat table, birtiis are classed according to the 
birth-place of each parent ; marriages according to tiie birtii-place of each party 
married ; and deaths according to that of the father of each deceased person. 
As the actual numbers are there given, we will now show the proportions,— class- 
ing birtiis, in the following table, by tiie birtii-place of tiie fatiier, and marriages 
by that of the bride-groom. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 
Percentages of American and Foreign, 1861. 



DIVCSIONS OF THE STATE. 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

Newport county 

Providence county ; towns. . . 

Providence city 

Washington county 

Whole State 

I. . t . 



54.4 
68.6 
62.6 
44.1 
42.9 
81.8 
60.8 



AXIUOAir. 



69.9 
78.8 
65.7 
72.4 
61.4 
88.3 
67.9 



I 



76.8 
80.4 
72.8 
60.6 
60.0 
86.7 
61.2 



46.6 
86.5 
87.4 
66.9 
67.1 
18.7 
49.2 



80.1 
21.2 
44.3 
27.6 
88.6 
11.7 
32.1 



m 

I 



24.7 
19.6 
27.7 
89.4 
60.0 
14.3 
88.8 



It will be understood bj this, that the births in which the Others were natives 
of the United States were, for the whole State, 50.8 in every hundred, or a very 
little over half; the marriages of American-bom men were 67.9 in every hundred, 
or a little more than two-thirds of all ; the deaths of persons of American parent- 
age were 61.2 in every hundred. Cases where the parentage or nativity was not 
reported are excluded from the computation. 

The table admits of interestmg comparisons, not only between the several por- 
tions of the State, but also between the three classes of events. The following 
towns had more births of foreign than of American parentage : Fall Biver, Bur- 
rillville, Cranston, Cumberland, North Providence, Smithfield, and Phmdenoe 
city. The city of Providence has a larger proportion of foreign^ under each of 
the three heads, than any olher divifflon, with one exception. Newport coim.trjr 
has a hi^er proportion of foreign marriages, — a renewed evidence of the popu- 
larity of the Catholic Priest in tiie town of Fall Elver. That town and BurriU- 
ville are the only two that present more foreign tiian American marriages. Li 
Fall Biver, 49 out of 76 bridegrooms were residaits of the town of the same 
name in Massachusetts, and several others lived in n^ghboring towns of that 
State. Our records contain frequent evidence that the recent change of boundary 
in this town had a reason in the fitness of tilings. The deatiis of foreign parent- 
age in Providence city were one more than those of American parentage, a differ- 
ence too small to appear in our percentages. 

The percentage of births of foreign parentage was half as large again as tiiat of 
marriages of foreign nativity. If the recbrds were complete, tiiis would imply 
much greater frnit^ilness in the foreign than in the American dass. But the 
records of these two classes of facts come through diflferent mediums, and we 
cannot depend implicitiy on their ^ving an equal representation of tiie two. 
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The proportions of American to foreign have been remarkably uniform for three 
saocessive years, as thus shown : 



1859,, 

X8eo,. 

1861, 



PERCENTAGES OF AMERICAN. 

Births. marriages. 

50.7 65,7 

.51.7 66.0 

50.8 67.9 



Deaths. 

62.6 
61.1s 
62.2 



In these calculations, we have not kept the ** mixed " marriages, or births of 
** mixed " parentage, separate from others, but have classed all according to the 
nadvity of the bridegroom, or the father. The number of births in which one 
parent was American and the other foreign-bom amounted to 397, or 8.3 in 
every hundred. The percentage of mixed parentage among the recorded births 
has increased uniformly since 1854, in which year it was only 4.5. That of mar- 
riages of mixed nativity, on the contrary, has not increased, being just the same 
in 1856 as in 1861, in each year 9.9 per cent. So these returns do not author- 
ize us to infer that admixture between the classes has increased. The table indi- 
cates more marriages of American men to foreign-bom women than the converse. 

By far the largest part of the heads of foreign families are Irish. Thtis, in 
Providence, there were 916 births of which the parentage, on both sides, was 
foreign ; and of these 916 fathers, 735 were Irish, 104 were English and Scotch, 
43 were German, 34 were other foreign. The births of Irish parent^e were 
more than those of American parentage. Again, 140 Irishmen were married in 
Providence, 44 natives of England and Scotland, and 24 natives of other coun- 
tries. In most parts of the State, the Irish predominate over all other foreign. 
In Bristol, of 5*4 foreign fathers whose names appear in the return of births, 32 
were Iri^, 12 were German, 9 English and 1 Spanish, In Cumberland, 23 
&thers were said to be natives of Canada. We can thus trace some peculiar 
local veins of iorndgration, but in all parts of the State the foreign population are 
mainly Irish. 

OoLOR. — ^We present the principal facts in relation to births, marriaged^ and 
deaths of persons reported as colored, — mulatto included. 

COLORED PERSONS. 1861. 





81CX. 


Bristol 
county. 


Kent 
county. 


Newport 
county. 


11 
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li 


fi 

u 


BiBTHS 


Male 

Female 


6 
2 


2 
4 


9 
6 


3 
1 


28 
28 


9 
4 


57 




40 


Mabbiaoeb 


Total 


8 
8 

1 

6 


6 
1 

4 

5 


15 

8 

9 
9 


4 

1 

1 
8 


51 

15 

82 
SI 


13 

2 

4 
4 


97 
80 


Daith s 


Male 

Female 


61 




68 


Total 


7 


9 


18 


4 


68 


8 


109 



8 
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The ratio both of births and marriages to population is less among the colored 
than the white ; while the death-rate is a good deal higher. In the city of Proy* 
idence, the rate of mortality to population, among the colored, was 1 in 24.8, 
while that among the entire population was 1 in 48.21. The average age at death 
of all the colored in the State was 31.59 ; of the males, 22.43 ; of the females, 
39.79. The deaths of colored persons were, in January, 4 ; February, 17 ; 
March, 15 ; April, 7 ; May, 7 ; Jime, 5 ; July, 9 ; August, 8 ; September, 
14; October, 8; November, 8; December, 7. In first quarter of the year, 36; 
in second quarter, 19 ; in third quarter, 31 ; in fourth quarter, 23. The excess 
of deaths over births in this class is usual both in city and country. Probably 
the events occumng in this class of persons are less completely registered than 
others, out of Providence city. 

Number op the Children. — ^The. following table, showing how many of those 
bom were first children of their mothers, how many second children, &c., is 
drawn, in its first column, from the City Registrar's Report of Providence; the 
second column is made up from the returns. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD. 



providence city. 


rest of the state. 


whole state. 


First * 


...384 


708 


, , 1.092 


Second 


...355 
...278 
...220 
...163 
, . . . 130 


620 


: 875 


Third 


482 


J60 


Fourth 


820 


640 


Fifth 


232 


395 


Sixth 


182 


312 


Seventh 


92 

40 

22 


115 


207 


Eighth 

Ninth 


67 


107 


48 


70 


Tenth 


27 


49 


Eleventh 


8 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 


14 


22 


Twelfth 


6 


11 


Thirteenth 


4 


6 


Fourteenth 


3 


A 


Fifteenth 




1 


Seventeenth 




1 








Whole No. mothers 


..1,726 


2,727 


4,462 



The whole number of births included in the above table is 4,452. The whole 
number of children which had been bom by all these mothers was 15,100. 

Hence the average number of children bom by each mother, up to and in- 
cluding the birth here recorded, was 3.39 ; in the city of Providence, this aver- 
age was 3.49; in the rest of the State, it was 3.33. The^r^ children were 
24.5 per cent, of all. 
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Number of the Marriage. — The followmg table shows the number of the 
marriage, for either sex, in the whole State. 





FEMALBS — HUKBEB OF TBI MAEBlAGl. 




MALES — NUMBER OF THE 
MARRIAGE. 


• 


1 


i 


m 

& 


i 

! 
& 


TOTAL 
MALB8. 


First 


1,165 

167 

10 

2 

• • 


78 

78 

18 

2 

• • 


8 
5 

• • 

• • 

• • 


« • 
1 

• • 

• • 


8 

1 
1 

• • 
9 


1,289 
252 


Second 


Third 


29 


Fourth 


4 


Not stated 


9 






Total, Females 


1,834 


176 


8 


1 


14 


1,588 



The proportion of first marriages was higher than has been found in any re- 
port before this, being 80.7 per cent. This is the fifth year in which the number 
of the marriage has been noted, and the proportion of first marriages has increas- 
ed every year. • 

Marriage and Education. — ^We borrow the following statistics and remarks 
from the City Re^strar's Report, of Providence, for 1861 : " The laws of 
Rhode Island, require the certificate giving information in relation to the candi- 
dates for marriage to be signed by the parties themselves and given to the clergy- 
man, before the marriage can be solemnized. Unless the clergyman first receives 
this certificate, properly signed, he has no right to proceed with the ceremony." 
* * ** The aggregate statistics on this subject in Providence, for three years, 
1859 to 1861, inclusive, give the following results : 



1869—1861. Whole number married. 

Males of American hirth 1,066 

Females of American hirth 1,054 

Total of American birth. . o 2,120 

Males of foreign birth 712 

Females of foreign hirth 724 

Total of foreign birth 1,486 



Signed with a mark. 


In each 100 


81 
46 


2.90 
4.86 


77 


8.68 


299 
484 


42.00 
69.94 



788 



61.04 



*' Rhode Island is the only State in the Union, in which the parties are requir- 
ed to sign the marriage certificate, and the Registration Reports of Providence 
aie the only Reports in which the statistics upon the subject are given." 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 1861. 



Of the 2»927 deaths registered in the year, 2,725 had assigned canses. The 
proportion of unspecified causes was ahnost precisely the same as in 1860, being 
in each year between one fourteenth and one fifteenth. In some instances where 
a cause was mentioned in the ori^nal records, it was thrown out in tabulating, 
on account of being obviously incorrect, unmeaning or inconsistent with the other 
parts of the entry. We still retain the classification used in all former Rhode 
Island Reports, and which seems to us the most sensible and best adapted for the 
working use of the statistician. The names of classes, used in our ninth prelimi- 
nary table, explain thenuselves ; excepting those which express the primary division 
made of diseases, into Zymotic and Sporadic, Zymotic^ with us, means diseases 
that are or may be, infectious, contagious, epidemic, or endemic. In the classifi- 
cation recently adopted oy the Massachusetts Reports, from those of Great Brit- 
ain, it means — ^what ? By Sporadic we mean diseases that are not Zymotic. 

The following table shows what have been the ten most fatal causes of death, in 
the aggregate of Rhode Island registration previous to the year 1861, and in the 
year now before us. 



EIGHT TEARS AlO) SEVEN MONTHS. 
JuNX 1, 1852— Dxc'Sl, 1860. 

Consumption 3,113 

Scarlatina 984 

Pneumonia ; 820 

Old Age 777 

Cholera In&ntum 685 

Dysentery 571 

Croup 447 

Fever, typhoid 400 

Hydrocephalus 379 

Convulsions 345 



1861. 



' ■■! ■ 

Consumption , 623 

Pneumonia 146 

Diphtheria 140 

Cholera In&ntum 134 

Old Aee 132 

Heart, Disease of 102 

Dysentery 96 

Fever, typhoid 94 

Convulsions 70 

Hydrocephalus 68 



The only very important diflference between the order of the most fatal dis- 
eases in 1861 and in the aggregate of former reports arises from the decline of 
scarlatina and the substitution of diphtheria in its place. Croup would stand 
eleventh in order, in 1861, being charged wi& 58 deaths ; while scarlatioa has 
57, 
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Consumption. — The proportion of deaths by eonsumptioii to all others varies 
little from year to year ; and the yariations dep^od more on the severity of other 
diseases than on that of consumption. We give the number and percentage of 
deaths attributed to this disease in each of four successive years. 



1858. 


1859. 


1860. 


1861. 


Number 422. 


432. 


503. 


523. 


X er ceuii. ••«••••••••••..«•.« xo.xV/. 


21.29. 


20.14. 


19.19. 



In the last three years, these deaths have been almost fnrecisely one-fifth of all 
by specified causes. They have averaged one annual death in 359 living inhab- 
itants. 

The following shows the number and percentage for three years in each divis- 
ion of the State. 
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Newpor 
county. 
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Bri 
con 




Pro 
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Pro 
city 


* 

^8 


Number 


65 
14.6 


187 
21.4 


164 
18.1 


400 
21.8 


588 
20.7 


104 
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The different proportions in the several parts of the State depend, probably, 
more on the different use of terms than on actual variations in the prevalence of 
consumption. 

Season has no great influence on these deaths. In 1861 there occurred, in 
the quarter fipom January to March, 135 ; April to June, 129 ; July to Septem- 
ber, 135 ; October to December, 124. 

More females than males die of this disease every year. In 1861, the difference 
was less than usual, being in the proportion of 85.5 males to 100 females. In ex- 
amining a series of years, it will be found that this difference is great and constant 
only at ages between fifteen and forty. In three years, the deaths within that period 
of age have been, of males, 320, of females, 480, — or as 2 to 3. In all other ages, 
the sexes have been nearly equal ; male deaths, 320 ; female deaths, 338. An- 
other curious point is shown by the City Registrar of Providence. In that city, 
this sexual diiOference is confined to the American class. '* During the six years, 
1856 to 1861 inclu^ve, the deaths from consumption in Providence have been as 
follows : 

American parentage, 214 males, 401 females ; 

Foreign parentage, 257 males, 242 females." 

The Census does not give the number of each sex living, in each class ; and 
the excess of males among the immigrants to this coimtry may produce a large 
excess of males • among the foreign population of the city, which would in some 
degree account for these results. But considering that the foreign class^ aa h&t& 
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defined, includes the children of foreign parents bom here, it would seem that the 
sexes ought to be more nearly equalized. We believe that this result depends, in 
part, on differences in the modes of living, as to in-door confinement, muscular 
activity, dress, hours of rising and sleep, study in schools (and out of school,) &c., 
between the American and foreign classes. 

As we have just seen, more than half the deaths ascribed to consumption are 
at ages between fifteen and forty. Still, it has been shown in former reports, 
that the ratio of these deaths to the number of living persons is quite as large at 
later ages. If we trusted the returns obtained a few years ago implidtly, we 
should infer that a person is " twice as likely to die of consumption between 70 
and 80 as between 20 and 30, — ^a result which we are certainly not prepared to 
admit." While agreeing with this remark of our friend, the writer of the sev- 
enth report, we still think the figures teach a different view from that commonly 
held, of the reason why consumption counts so many more victims in early adult 
age. In the last three years, the nimiber of living persons to one death by con- 
sumption was, between twenty and thirty, 270, between seventy and eighty, 182. 
This depends in part no doubt on the wrong use of terms. The name is more 
often erroneously applied to deaths in childhood and old age ; the cases between 
fifteen and forty are in larger proportion genuine. But the mam reason why 
consumption causes fewer deaths at the later ages appears to be, that there are 
fewer persons living at those ages. 

We have in a former report referred to the inquiries of Dr. Henry I. Bowditch, 
of Boston, which have lately been published in a Discourse delivered before the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, in May, 1862. A great amount of testimony is 
there brought together to show that, in New England at least, the prevalence of 
this disease " depends very much on the characteristics of the soil on. or near 
which the patients affected with it have resided ;" and that ** moisture of the soil 
is the only known characteristic, that, so far as our present investigations have 
gone, is connected with the consumption breeding districts." It appears that in 
different towns in Massachtisetts, and often within the limits of the same towns, 
there are marked diversities in the number of consumptive cases found in an 
equal nimiber of residents ; and that, as a general rule, the regions most subject 
to consumption are the dampest regions. This is true in regard to particular 
houses. 

Among the illustrations drawn from other States than Massachusetts, is one to 
which attention was first called in the second of this series of reports. We there 
showed that bills of mortality had been kept in the two contiguous towns of Bris- 
tol and Warren for several years, the causes of death being generally ascertained 
from the attending physicians, and the bills for Warren being kept by an emi- 
nent physician of that town. According to these records, in a series of years, 
the deaths by consumption had been, in Warren about 24 per cent! of all by as- 
signed causes ; in Bristol, about 13 per cent. In the former place, about one 
in every 300 inhabitants died annually from consumption ; in. the latter, about 
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one in every 460. On the other hand, Bristol suffered more from zjrmotic dis- 
eases, such as scarlatina and summer-complaints. In the sixth report, very 
similar results were shown. In Dr. Bowditch's discourse, this difference 
between the two places is stated, but not as strongly as might have been 
if our former reports had been cited. As is there said, '* Bristol stands 
on a bold, rocky shore, washed by the waves of a bay opening upon the 
Atlantic. It is defended somewhat, at the east, by a line of hills. Warren, on 
the contrary, is situated low, on the wet land adjacent to the marshes of the bay. 
The higher tides are apt to overflow them, at times, quite up to the borders of 
the town. There is, moreover, no defence from the cold easterly winds." 
We may add that, directly north of the compact village of Warren, is Warren 
river, half a mile wide, with a cove which flows into it, and which lies on the 
north-east of the village. 

By the change of boundary, which went into effect on the first of Mai'ch, 1862, 
the town of Pawtucket in Massachusetts passed under the jurisdiction of Rhode 
Island. The large village of Pawtucket, which has for its centre the falls of 
that name, is composed of the town of Pawtucket, lately transferred from Massa- 
chusetts, and of a portion of the town of North Providence ; the former being on 
the east side of the river, the latter on the west. The river which divides them 
is the Blackstone, here called the Pawtucket. I have been favored with the 
following very interesting letter from my friend, Dr. Sylvanus Clapp, which fur- 
nishes another illustration of the local prevalence of consumption, and its prob- 
able causes. 

** It is now a little more than twenty-one years since I commenced the prac- 
tice of medicine in Pawtucket, R. Ii After a few years' observation, I became 
satisfied that consimiption was much more prevalent on the east side of the river 
than on the west. Subsequent observation has clearly Remonstrated the fact ; 
there being a fraction over two deaths on the east to one on the west, in propor- 
tion to the population. This I gather from the records of the town, as well as 
my own. 

" The Pawtucket or Blackstone river runs a little west of south ; the land 
rising on each side of the river about eighty feet above the level of the water. 
The tides come up to the falls. The land rises more abruptly on the east than 
on the west side. As to geological formation, the conglomerate or graywacke, 
alternating with clay slate, occurs abundantly in regular strata, which run north 
and south, and dip about 80 "^ to the eastward. The dip of the rock is the same 
on both sides. All the springs on the west side run directly into the river ; 
while on the east side they run in a southerly direction to the river. The soil 
on the east side contains more clay, and springs are much more abundant. Then 
there is a large pond, situated at the edge of Seekonk plain, and not more than 
half a mile from the river, directly east of the village, called Hammond's pond ; 
this, when frill, must cover 25 or 30 acres. It is situated higher above tide-wa- 
ter than the greater portion of the village. The wells, for the most part, are but 



64 NINTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1861. 

a few feet below the ground ; the water coming near t^ soiface in the spring of 
the year. Some of ^e cellars in £3m, School and Water Streets, contain more 
or less water every spring. The west side has a sonthreasterly, while the east 
side has a north-westerly exposure. 

** The prevalence (^ the disease as it exists in Pawtocket goes far in my mind 
to convince me of the importance and accuracy of the views so ably illustrated 
by Dr. Bowditch." 

Dr. Clapp farther writes : " There are two houses m ^ town of Smithfield 
almost entirely excluded from the sim's rays, by trees and grape-vines, in which 
several members of the femiily in each have died of consumption. In one, the 
father and mother are still living and healthy ; in the other, the mother is healthy, 
while the father died of consumptbn. In both instances, the paternal and 
maternal ancestors were long-lived. I cannot help thinking the almost entire ex- 
clusion of the sun's rays has something to do in producing consumption in those 
two dwellings." 

It has been shown, in former reports, that consumption is more fatal in some 
occupations than others. Jewellers show a large proportion of consumptive 
deaths. The following table exhibits the number and percentage of deaths attrib- 
uted to consumption in the occupations named, for the whole series of Khode Is- 
land reports. 
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65 


23.1 


Carpenters, 


63 


393 


82.6 


Farmers, 


137 


839 


16.8 


Jewellers, 


41 


76 


53.9 


Laborers, 


305 


873 


84.9 


Machinists, 


45 


100 


45.0 


Shoemakers, 


13 


65 


20.0 



Pneumonia. — This cause of death stands next to consumption in 1861, while 
in the aggregate of previous registration it is third in order of fatality. As usual, 
a large proportion of the deaths attributed to pneumonia are in children. Many 
of these are reported as lung-fever, which ought to be the equivalent term, but 
which is applied very generally to the j&tal bronchitis of children. Pneumonia, 
as pathologically understood, or true inflammation of the substance of the lungs, 
is comparatively rare in infants. Probably a more precise use of terms by Enr 
glish physicians may account for the £5U2t that in the Ee^stration Beports of that 
country, Bronchitis comes neariy at the head of the causes of death, as reported. 

We see the influence of season, m tlie deaths by pneumonia. In 1861, there 
were 59 in the first three months of the year, 45 in the second quarter, 10 in the 
third, and 32 in the last quarter. February, the diortest month, had the largest 
number of deaths , some of them probably owing to the remarkable change of 
weather on the night of the seventh of that month. The diflference in the diar- 
acter and causes of consumption and pneummiia, is shown by the equal distribch 
tioii of consumption over all seasons of the year ; while pneumonia, and its kin- 



1861.1 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



65 



dred inflammatory diseases, are much more common in oold weatiher. Pneumonia, 
plemisy and bronchitis are very generally caused by exposure to oold, wet, or 
draughts of ur. Consumption depends on an enfeebled or vitiated state of the 
constitution, often hereditary, often produced or increased by depresang influen- 
ces, such as privation of proper food and free air, light and exercise, sedentary 
and oonfined modes of life, or unheal^y occupations or habits. But when this 
state of lowered idtality has been produced, exposures which lead to inflammatory 
attacks may fix the disease on the lungs, and make it permanent ; as also nu^ 
the habitual inhalation of solid particles in the atmosphere, which is unavoidable 
in certain occupations. As a strong proof that exposure to the weather, with 
proper protection and sufficient food, does not tend to produce this disease, we 
may mention that it has been found in continental Europe, that engineers on rail- 
way trains, though liable«to colds, pneumonia and pleuri^, are comparatively 
exempt from consumption, and that men taken from the workshops to this most 
exposing duty generally gsun in flesh, and have, in several instances, actually 
thrown off symptoms which threatened consumption. 

DiPHTHSRiA — ^The deaths ascribed to diphtheria h&ve been, 6 in 1858,^^20 
in 1859,-67 in 1860, and 140 in 1861. The following table will show how 
many occurred in each month of those four years : 
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Of the whole 233 who have died, 101 were males, and 132 females. At 
ages under five years, there were 118 ; between five and ten, 69 ; between ten 
and fiHeen, 21 ; between fifteen and twenty^ 7 ; over twenty, 17 ; at unspeci- 
fied age, 1. 

The deaths which occurred in 1858 were all in Providence city, except one in 
Washington county; in 1859, there were 17 in the same city, one in Kent, one 
in Newport county, and one in the towns of Providence county ; in 1860, there 
were 25 in Wi^shington county, 24 in Providence city, 11 in oihex parts of that 
coimty, and 7 in Newport county ; and in the year immediately before us, we 
find 62 reported as taking place in Washington county, 23 in Kent county, 22 
in the dty of Providence, 21 in other parts of the county, and 12 in Newport 
county. Bristol county, so far as our records go, would appear to have been 
entirely exempt ; whik WasUngton county, with incomplete registration in some 



66 



NINTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1861. 



.of its towns, has had three-eighths of the whole number of deaths by this disease. 
Probably in the first two of these years, the number in Providence was larger in 
proportion, from its being more promptly recognized there than it was in o.ther 
parts of the State. 

The deaths in 1861 were mostly in the American class. The parentage of 
those who died in Richmond and South Kingstown is not recorded ; almost all 
howeyer were evidently of American parentage. Of the 93 deaths in other pla- 
ces, 67 were of American parentage, 22 of Irish, 3 English, and one German. 

The deaths in 1861 were in the followuig places : 22 in Providence, 10 in 
North Providence, 3 in Smithfield, 3 in Glocester, 2 in Johnston, 3 in Crans- 
ton, 13 in Warwick, 6 in Coventry, 4 in West Greenwich, 5 in North Kings* 
town, 28 in South Kingstown, 19 in Richmond, 9 in Hopkinton, 1 in Charles- 
town, 3 in Newport, 2 in Portsmouth, 6 in Fall River, 1 in Tiverton. 

The large number in Washington county in two succesdve years will be no- 
ticed. Re^stration is less complete in that county than in any otlier, the re- 
ported deaths m 1861 being only 1.41 in 100 living mhabitants. Of the 247 
deaths by specified causes, 62, or one quarter were charged to this disease. 

Their distribution as to months and «ges was as follows : 
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The village or neighborhood is specified in 23 of the deaths in South Ejngs- 
town, viz : at Ejngston village, 6 ; at Peacedale, 5 ; Moorsfield, 5 ; Rocky 
Brook, 3 ; Tower Hill, 3 ; Point Judith, 1. All the eight deaths in that town 
in April were attributed to this disease ; and four of these were within a single 
fiunily, all within a fortmght. Numerous other instances appear on the records, 
in which two, three or four out of the same fianily died of ctiphtheria at fi^ort in- 
tervals. 

These results give a fiiir idea of the statistics of diphtlieria. It is a disease 
confined to no age, though much more common in children, or between £he ages oif 
one and fifteen ; more frequent in fbiaales than males : caufflng about lite same 
proportion of deal^ in the American as in the famffi ^hsa, iapjtaireiftly more se- 
vere in the country than the city, and sometimes attaddiig particular towns, nd^ 
borhoods or families with great severity ; previdlihg iadre in th6 cool iiiont& {han 
the hot. The ]»<oportion of deaths to oases U less than has bbeh popularly 
ima^ned. In Providence, iit any rate, fhymi^Mns have'fbund a large pfoportion 
of the cases easily nranageabk, if the strength' ilTtiitfd Well sidpported; while o6m-' 
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parativelj a few have seemed stamped with a fetal character, ahnost from the 
oatset. Some local epidemics, in other places, have no doubt been veiy malignant 
and uncontrollable. 

The frequent severity of diphtheria in particular families suggests the idea of 
contagion. We believe the best opinion that can be formed is, that these local 
outbreaks depend on more subtile atmospheric influences than conta^on ; that 
the presence of cases, if thorough ventilation is not used, wiU produce an infect- 
ious atmosphere, which may breed new cases; and that the disease may be causht 
byinoculaL^ththemaLwMchisexudU n,K.n the surface of L dm>af or 
Other mucous membranes. Great care should therefore be taken, not to impart 
it by contact, through any accident ; and also to have rooms where cases exist 
thoroughly aired, to dilute and remove the poison. The primary cause of t];4s, 
as of other epidemic diseases, is unknown ; some of the conditions of its spread 
may be learned and obviated. 

Cholera Infantum, Cholera Morbus, Dla^rrhoea, Dysentery. — ^The 
fourth disease in order of fatality in 1861 is 'cholera infantum. But the four 
diseases just named are so closely connected, that for statistical purposes they 
should be considered together. They form the group commonly called summer 
complaints, being much more frequent and &tal in the months from July to Oc- 
tober. In 1861, they were charged with 286 deaths, or ten and a half in every 
hundred by specified causes, a higher percentage than in any year before since 
1855. Providence city has generaUy furnished the largest proportion of these 
diseases, particularly of cholera infantum. A table in the last report of the Cify 
Registrar shows that the mortality by tiiese diseases has been considerably less 
in the last five years than in the five preceding years, even leaving out the deaths 
by Asiatic cholera in 1854. In 1861, there was an increase over the years im- 
mediately preceding, But the higher proportion in tiie State was owing more to 
an increased nimiber in other towns than Providence. This may be in some 
small degree from improved registration of infmtile deatiis, but more, from an 
excess of diarrhoea and dysentery in parts of Kent and Providence counties in 
the summer and autumn. 

The statistics of deaths by these affections are of the same general nature as 
usual. The 286 deaths were exactly equally divided between the two sexes ; 
237 were at ages beloiiy^ five ; 120 were in Providence city, 78 in other parts 
of the county, 32 in Kent, 31 in Newport, 15 in Bristol, and 10 in Washing- 
ton coimty ; 30 were in July, 120 in August, 61 in September, 43 in October, 
leaving but 32 in the other eight months. 

Dysentery caused a good many deaths in East Greenwich, and some villages 
ali)ng Pawtucket river and its branches. Some fiicts and opinions in regard to 
its prevalence and causes are ^ven in extracts frt)m letters of physicians, living 
near branches of the Pawtuxet, published in the Communications of the Rhode 
Islan4 Medical Society, for the year 1861. These letters speak of 69 cas^s, pf 
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which 12 were £ital ; all the fatal cases but two haying been wholly or partly 
under different treatment from that pursued by these physidans. Somewhat 
more than half the patients were children. Five deaths took place in rapid suc- 
cession at Arkwright, in August. The disease was also quite common at and 
near Natick. The following extracts from these letters refer to the causes of au- 
tumnal dysentery in the regi(»i referred to. In reply to an inqmry, whether 
cases appeared to depend on such causes as ill-drained ponds, or the presence of 
decomposing vegetable matter, one physician writes as follows : ''I have seen 
nothing that would seem to indicate a malarial origin of the disease. The cases 
occurred miles from each other, and in localities so entirely different, that vege- 
table decomposition could have had little, if anything to do in its production." 
Another physician says : '* I do not know of any local or exciting cause for this 
sic^ess, other than the sudden changes that we experience along these fi^sh-wa- 
ter streams at this season of the year. We frequently have the mercury at 40® 
at sunrise, 80® at noon, and about 40® again in the evening." The same state- 
ment of the remarkable changes of temperature that sometimes occur is mentioned 
by another physician, who names it first among the causes of the disease, as it oc- 
curred in his observation in 1861, and says that he never knew this one cause 
so. favorable to the development of dysentery as in the summer and autumn of 
that year. In regard to other causes, he speaks as follows : '* I am veiy confi- 
dent that six out of eight of all the cases of dysentery, that have occurred in my 
own practice the present season, have been among the families who were located 
upon the margin of some low, moist ravine, or near swampy, wet land, where 
the sun's rays disappear early, or some little time before night^&ll." 

Many of the factory-villages of Rhode Island are built near the streams which 
fumi^ water-power, and often in situations omilar to those just described. Fre- 
quently the ground on each side rises rapidly to the level of the surrounding 
country, or in ranges of rounded hills, enclosing a narrow valley. We believe it 
would be much more healthy for the operatives and their families, and would 
therefore be a saving of available labor, if higher situations were chosen for the 
dwelling-houses, so that they would have more sunlight, drier soil, more expo- 
sure to the winds, and be more free from the chilly fogs and exhalations of these 
fresh-water valleys. 

Old Age. — rThe deaths attributed to old age never vary far from five per 
cent, of all by l^nqwn causes. This is undoubtedly a larger proportion than 
would appear if the fatal diseases of old age were always rightly understood ; 
still it is not so large as is common in the English Registration Reports in which 
diseases are generally discriminate4 more accurately, we believe, than in our 
own. Most of the deaths ascribed to xfiortificqtion yrere produced by changes 
in the system which belong tp old age. 

Heart, Disease oi*. — ^The diseases of this organ tif^ gharged with 102 deaths, 
being a much larger number and proportion than in any i^nper year. In several 
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cases^ &e disease was more minutely specified : as, hypertrophy, osmfication, dis- 
ease of the yalves, rhemnaiasm of the heart, dropsy, rupture, infiammatioii, and 
In one . remarkable instance, abscess within its walls with ^partial nxptore.* In 
the dassified table, two deaths by pericarditis and one by angina pectoris are 
placed under this head. 

« • 

Fever, typhoid and typhus. — The distinction between our common endemic 
tyj^oid and the true typhus fever, which is comparatively rare, is not so well de- 
fined as to be worth preserving in our tables. In our classified table, a few deaths 
ascribed simply to '* fever " are included with these. The deaths by these dis- 
eases were more numerous in 1861 than in any previous year since these reports 
began to be issued. Still we find no proofs, of its raging as an epidemic. In 
Providence dty, it was less severe than usual. 

ScABLATiNA had a smaller number of deaths than in any previous year since 
1854. Since 1858, as diphtheria has increased, scarlatina has lessened. 

Small Pox. — ^Four deaths by this disease occurred in the city of Newport, 
from February to July. A death reported from Tiverton, but which occurred in 
San Francisco, was erroneously included in the tables ; and the error was discov- 
ered by me, too late to be corrected, These four deaths were all that were regis- 
tered as occurring in the State. 

€anobr. — Of the 58 deaths by cancer included in the eighth preliminary ta- 
blcj the locality of 21 was not ^cified, The remainder were situated as fol- 
lows : in the uterus, 14 ; stomach, 9 ; breast, 4 ; liver, 3 ; bowels, (viz. rec- 
tum,) 3 ; bone, face and nose, kidney, ovary, each 1. 

Tetanus. — ^In 1861, as the year before, there were 5 deaths by tetanus. One 
was a child 12 days old, who died of trismus ; one boy died in consequence of 
having a stick lodged in the foot ; one man, 47 years old, had mortification of the 
foot, resembling senile gangrene ; the leg was amputated, and fiital tetanus fol- 
lowed.f 

Child Birth. — ^The deaths from child-birtb audits various accidents were 19. 
To these add 7 by puerperal fever ; and we have one death in connection with 
child-birth in every 184 mothers who bore children during the year, — almost ex- 
actly the same proportion as in 1860. Among the deaths from child-birth, are 
four by puerperal convulsions, two by rupture of the uten:^, two by hemorrhage, 
one from '' mortification in child-birth." 

External Causes. — ^Under this head we have the usual variety of accidental 
and violent deaths. Under the name of casualty ^ are nine deaths by various 

•See Commnnioations oi the Rhode Island Medical Society, X^^X ; p. ]15Q. 
tidem, p. 188. 
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kinds (^fiOs; two persong were killed by loocmiblmtf or c^ 
two w^re aocideiitally shot ; two killed by shafts in mills; one was hit by a bale 
of cotton, one by a falling fla^«laff. Other assigned oanses aire, ** blow in stom- 
ach," "arm torn off," "blow on head," " groin jaerced by broken file." In 
the deaths ascribed to intemperance, exposure or some other inddental cause, is 
often added. Five cases of poisoning were by preparations of opium ; one 
diild took an oyerdose of " vermifuge ; " another ate stramonium, (or apple- 
peru,) leaves; one man drank burning fluid. The mode of tuicide is mentioned 
in eight cases, four of males, fbur females ; in males, one was by drowning, one 
by poison, one by hanging, one by cutting the throat ; in females, three were by 
drowning, one was by poison. 

The following table shows the number of deatlis by certain tymoiic diseases in 
each of seven successive years, and in ihe aggregate of those years. 
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THE KEGISTKATION LAW OF RHODE ISLAND. 



BEVISED STATUTES, CHAPTER 7G, PAGE 189. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, anv person 
whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town, may, upon 
the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized and required to obtain, chrono- 
logically record and index, as required by the forms prescribed by the third section of 
this cliapter, all information concerning births, marriages and deaths occurring among 
the inhabitants of their respective towns ; arid on or before the first Monday in March, 
annmJly, to make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of State, for each year, 
ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list of tliose 
individuals required by law to make returns to them, who have neglected the same, and 
with such remarks relating to the object of the law as they may deem important to 
communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of Stale to receive tlie returns made 
in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be 
rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make 
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report tucreof,. 
in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. lie shall also cause said returns 
to be arranged, full alphabetical indcces of all the names to be made, the whole to be 
bound in convenient sized volumns, and carefully preserved in his office, for which he 
shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 8. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter shall,, 
on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physicians, under- 
takers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons requiring them, 
substantially after the following forms, viz. : The record of a hirth shall state the date 
and place of birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or still born, the name and 
surname, color, occupation, residence and birthplace of the parents, and the time of re- 
cording, so fiir as the same can be ascertained. The record of a mam'ajp. shall state the 
date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom 
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married, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence of 
each, condition (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if second, third or other 
marriage, the occupation, birthplace and name of their parents, and the time of record- 
ing, so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of 
death, name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and condition (single or married), 
age, occupation, place of death, place of birth, names and birthplace of parents, disease 
or cause of death, and the time of recording, so &r as can be ascertained. 



OF HABBI1.GES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a &ithful record of every such rite performed by them, 
in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second Monday of 
every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk, of the town in which such rite 
shall have been performed; and no marriage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall 
have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a 
Society of Friends, a certificate containing tlie information required for the record of a 
marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 



OF BIBTHS. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in the 
month of January, to collect the &cts required by section third of this chapter, in rela- 
tion to all children bom in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day of De- 
cember next preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall 
receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 



OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of the phy- 
sician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the death, to 
leave with the family, if any, or persons having care of deceased, or to give to the un- 
dertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating the name of the de- 
•ceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 



OF undebtakbbs. 

t 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town a suf- 
'ficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the au- 
thorities. 

Ssc. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a fu- 
neral, or who buries, or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, to obtain 
the &cts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, concerning such 
deceased person, together with the physicians's certificate of the cause of death, if a 
physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Monday of the next succeed- 
ing month to make a return of the &cts obtained, together with the physician's certifl- 
<cate, to the tjlerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectmUy to attain the objectB 
herein contemplated : Provided, they do not confiict with thd main and specific object of 
this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registration. 
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OF FEES. 

Sbc. 10. The town derk or person recommended and appointed as aforesaid, shall 
receiye for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by law, ten 
cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required by law, twen- 
ty cents ; to be paid them out of their respective town treasuries : Provided, that the 
yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town 
derk or person appointed as aforesaid who shall fiutlifUlly perform the duties prescribed 
by tiiis chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making re- 
tnnis of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each fUll 
report of a death made to the town clerk, five cents in the dties of Providence or New- 
port, and ten cents in the other towns of tlie State. 

Sbo. 11. If any dergyman, physician, undertaker, town derk, clerk of any meet- 
ing of the Sodety of Friends, or other person shall willfUlly neglect or refose to per- 
form any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, ho shall, at the 
discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be fined not 
exceeding twenty dollars, for each oficnce, one-half tlicrcof to the use of the town in 
which the ofience shall occur, the otlicr half to the person who shall complain of the 
same. 

Seo. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, physi- 
cian, coroner, undertaker, or derk of tlie Society of Friends, neglects to make the re- 
turns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause liis name and residence to be recor- 
ded in tl\e derk's office of the town where he resides. 

Sec. 18. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted by 
any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death of such 
person, or the &cts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as 
may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may bo duly registered according to 
the provisions of this chapter 

Seo. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by tlie town 
derk, or persons appointed as aforesaid, as containing a fUU copy of tlie record of any 
marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this State, as prima 
fcLcie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be disting^hed from 
those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Seo. 16. The Secretary of State may, from time to time, vary tlie forms of returns, 
and require such additional information as he may consider necessary to eficct the ob- 
ject of this chapter. 

Seo. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn for by 
the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the ex- 
pense inddent to examining, collecting and arranging tlie registration returns, making 
the necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second section of this 
chapter. 



